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LEGAL CULTURE AS DETERMINING FACTOR
FOR LEGAL SOCIALIZATION
OF MODERN PERSONALITY

Abstract. Purpose. The aim of this article is to consider legal culture as an important factor in
the legal socialization of modern youth and to define its role and significance in the life of young people.

Results. In the current context of the development of an independent State governed by the rule of law
and of civil society in Ukraine, it is necessary to raise the level of legal culture of the people, especially
the younger generation. The article considers legal socialization as a two-way process (the person is both
the object and the actor of socialization) of active acquisition of legal values and norms by the individual with
a view to forming a personality with an appropriate level of legal culture. The study identifies the content
of the legal socialization of the personality, which is determined by the main factors, such as: the law as
a system of socially binding norms; legal awareness as a form of public awareness that reflects the attitude
of the parties to legal relations to the law; legal culture as a system of spiritual and pecuniary values in
the functioning of the law. The study identifies specific features of the legal socialization of young people
in modern Ukrainian society, related to the weakening of the social and legal activity of the personality
and the diminishing role of traditional institutions and means of legal socialization, while the inclusion
of the individual in social and legal environment is predominantly of a spontaneous nature, which often
gives rise to legal nihilism and antisocial behaviour among modern youth. It is proven that legal culture
and awareness of the younger generation should be increased through various measures and mechanisms.

Conclusions. The authors make a conclusion that the formation of a personality’s legal culture is
acomplex and long-term process in which both legal knowledge, legal experience and genuine legal practice
and, without a doubt, the whole legal reality matter. Legal culture cannot be an independent element
of social life, part of the general structure of legal awareness, nor can it function independently of the legal
awareness of the whole society and of individuals. The development of legal culture is an important factor
in the legal socialization of young people and the first step towards building a highly developed civil
society in a State governed by the rule of law.
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cesses in society, based on the resolution of con-
tradictions between elements of the old social

1. Introduction
The development of the personality in mod-

ern society, defined by scholars as a post-indus-
trial, information, mass, consumer and knowl-
edge society, is characterized by significant
attitudinal transformations based on changes
in values, perceptions of norms and patterns
of behaviour and the like. Such changes are
a natural reflection of transformational pro-
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order and the creation of new goals of social
development and the means to achieve them.
They are also characterized by a rethinking
of the current state of affairs in society, an assess-
ment of the content and scope of the crisis,
and the elimination of inconsistencies with
the level and trends of modern civilizational
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development in the political and economic
and legal systems, as well as by new chan-
nels for the socialization of the personality.
The high dynamism of all processes of social
activities, the qualitatively new levels of its
existence and development, related to the pro-
cesses of intensive technology and informati-
zation of society in general and the existence
of a personality in particular, require the devel-
opment of an appropriate level of legal culture
and awareness of the personality and entire
society. Law, legal culture and legal awareness
are interdependent components of the process
of legal socialization, the functioning and action
of which directly influence the specificities
of the legal socialisation and certainly the very
result of socialization.

In the course of socialization, an individual
learns not only norms and laws, but also all ele-
ments of the legal system, including legal con-
cepts. Therefore, the legal socialization of young
people is based on: the acquisition of legal norms
and a certain attitude to those norms; the eval-
uation of the direct implementation of those
norms in legal practice; attitudes toward legal
concepts and institutions; assimilation of legal
ideology as a systematic and scientific reflection
of legal reality in ideas, concepts and principles.

In the course of legal socialization, a young
individual gradually integrates into a broad
social context and moves towards full par-
ticipation in the functioning of civil society
and the State. However, there may be distor-
tions that lead to subsequent criminal tenden-
cies in the individual and a legal nihilism. That
is why, in the current context of the develop-
ment of an independent State governed by
the rule of law and of civil society in Ukraine,
it is necessary to raise the level of legal culture
of the population, especially the younger gener-
ation.

Therefore, the aim of this article is to
consider legal culture as an important fac-
tor in the legal socialization of modern youth
and to define its role and significance in the life
of young people.

It should be noted that fundamental
works by domestic and foreign authors have
played an important role in the development
of the concept of legal socialization, considering
issues of the essence, value and elements of legal
socialization as a factor in the development
of legal culture of society, the role of legal educa-
tion in the process of legal socialization, its form
and methods, as well as the importance of legal
socialization in the formation of legal activity
and lawful behaviour of a person. These include
the works by H. Andreieva, 1. Zharovska,
I. Kon, A. Mudryk, A. Bandura, M. Kravets,
V. Shvachka and others. These studies consider
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general issues of socialization, legal awareness,
lawful behaviour and other aspects of the prob-
lem.

In our opinion, the above-mentioned studies
have not paid suflicient attention to the issues
of defining the content of the process of legal
socialization of young people, in particular
under the current development of the Ukrainian
State and the formation of civil society.

2. Specificities of the definition of legal
culture

As is well known, an important component
of the general culture is legal culture, that is,
a set of values, legal concepts and processes
that function as a socio-legal guide for people in
a given society. It has the following attributes:
decisive human and civil rights and freedoms in
the legal organization of societal and public life;
affirmation of respect for the law and the legal
order, the ideas and values of the rule of law in
the mass legal consciousness; practical imple-
mentation of the principles of constitutionalism
and the rule of law; legal activism of citizens
and their associations in the exercise of their
rights and in the proper discharge of their legal
obligations; active legislative, human rights
and law enforcement activities at all levels
of the State machinery (Kutovyi, 2021, p. 8).

According to Ye. Pidlisnyi, the definition
of legal culture of the personality should be
based on a number of general theoretical pro-
visions, which emphasize the most essential
values of both the phenomenon of legal culture
of society and the culture of the personality in
general. A number of fundamental points need
to be taken into account: first, legal culture
of the personality can be seen as the sum of two
components, such as creative and personal; sec-
ondly, as part of legal culture of society, which
is both dependent on legal culture of the soci-
ety and one’s creativity; and thirdly, legal cul-
ture of the personality can be seen as the degree
and nature of its legal development; fourth,
legal culture of the personality is based on posi-
tive legal consciousness and is realized in effec-
tive activity (Pidlisnyi, 2018, p. 242). Another
scientist M. Fabrikov defines legal culture
of the personality as the ability to apply legal
knowledge in life, as well as the level of devel-
opment of legal consciousness. It combines
concepts such as law, legal awareness, legal rela-
tions, legality and the rule of law, lawful con-
duct, legal institutions, level of acceptance by
society of the full diversity of legal values (Fab-
rikov, 2017, p. 17).

Thisisadvocated by G. Baliuk, whoincludes
in the concept of legal culture of the person-
ality knowledge of the law, understanding
of its essence and principles, values and qual-
ities, as well as respect for the law, confidence
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in the fairness of the law and the humanity
of justice, habit of observing legal regulations,
law in general. In other words, legal culture
of the personality implies not only knowledge
and understanding of the law, but also legal
judgments (Baliuk, 1984, p. 9), that is, legal
culture of the personality is his/her positive
legal consciousness in activities. Legal cul-
ture is confined to activities that correspond
to the progressive achievement of society
in the legal field, and that constantly bring
about the legal enrichment of the personality.
M. Keizerov includes in the concept of legal
culture the political evaluation of law and legal
behaviour, law making and legal science (Keiz-
erov, 1983, p. 17). B. Salnikov adds to the con-
cept of legal culture of the personality progres-
sive activity, which includes all values related
in one way or another to the functioning
of the law, its system of rules and principles
(Salnikov, 1989, p. 23).

Therefore, when studying legal culture,
researchers emphasize its subjective factor, in
which the personal, psychological, purposeful
and behavioural characteristics of the personal-
ity are prominent.

In such definition, the indicator of legal cul-
ture of the personality is an extent of the activ-
ity of the actor of the law in the legal field,
of the voluntary implementation of legal norms
and the reality of citizens' rights and free-
doms. The level of legal culture has an impact
on the efficiency of legal regulatory machin-
ery, the nature of legislation, forms and means
of guaranteeing citizens' rights, and the degree
to which universal human values and the norms
of international law are defined. In this con-
text, 1. Zharovska describes legal culture as
a level of legal awareness, including the degree
of knowledge of the law, on which the executive
branch and officials rely. It is also characterized
by the intensity of beliefs about the value of law
(Zharovska, 2016).

The study of the structure of legal cul-
ture of the personality is an important area for
understanding its essence and for emphasizing
its role and place in the legal life of society. It
would be wrong to limit the structure of legal
culture to a mere enumeration of its elements,
so that the structure is either the construc-
tion of the object, or the sum of its elements
and the relations between them, or the system
of all or only the permanent links of elements
forming the whole, or finally, the principle,
the method, the law of the bonds of the elements
of the whole. It is necessary to understand not
only the relationship between these elements
(legal knowledge, skills, emotions, feelings,
beliefs, legal practices, etc.) but also their unity
and system.

The authors of the entry “Legal Culture” in
the legal encyclopaedia edited by Yu.S. Shem-
shuchenko argue that it is expressed in three
main dimensions: legal cultural orientations,
activities for their implementation, results
of realization of these orientations (Shem-
shuchenko, 2003, p. 537). In the first dimen-
sion, the individual is expected to acquire
the knowledge, skills and ability to exer-
cise the right. The second is characterized
by human creativity in the legal field, which
implies acquiring or developing his/her rights,
knowledge and skills. The third dimension
expresses the internal potential of legal culture
(Shemshuchenko, 2003, p. 537).

B. Selivanov extends the list of elements
of legal culture of the personality by adding
to this system such elements as: awareness
of the essence of the law, its social and personal
value as an expression of justice and a guarantor
of the inalienable rights and freedoms, honour
and dignity of every human being; awareness
ofthenecessary primacy of the law over the State;
knowledge of the Constitution and the law, their
assessment in terms of the essence of the law
and legal ideals; knowledge of one’s rights, free-
doms and duties; respect for the rights and free-
doms of every individual, a conscious desire
to translate the principles of law into practice,
a habit of lawful behaviour, an awareness of one-
self as a free person and as the actor of real rights
and freedoms, and the ability to exercise them;
civil and legal activism in the exercise of their
political, other civil rights, freedoms and duties;
intolerance to any breach of the rule of law, ter-
ror of man by the State (Selivanov, 1999, p. 76).

Therefore, the analysis of the theoretical
basis for determining the structure of legal cul-
ture enables to argue that legal culture of young
people includes: 1) legal education; 2) legal
awareness; 3) understanding of the principles
of law; 4) confidence in the fairness of law, legal
rights and duties.

In terms of legal activity, legal culture
of young people can be grouped into: 1) theoret-
ical and practical, i.e. professional; 2) productive
and reproductive.

In terms of the content of legal culture,
it should be grouped into: 1) legal awareness
and legal thinking as a system of reflaction
of legal reality by the actor; 2) lawful behav-
iour as a system of legal thinking translated
into a specific life situation; 3) results of lawful
behaviour and legal thinking. This is what we
think the structure of legal culture of young
people should look like.

The young person’s attitude to his/her
rights and duties, which also reflects his/her
attitude to law, lawfulness and justice, is exer-
cised through certain functions of legal culture.

39



10,2021

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW AND PROCESS

The formation of an appropriate level
of legal culture among young people depends
on traditional attitudes towards the law,
legality, the state of affairs in the legal frame-
work, the institutional form of law-making
and law-enforcement practices, legal order,
professional competence of lawyers. The legal
socialization of young people is particularly
affected by the competence of legislators, law-
yers and all law-enforcement bodies.

An integral part of legal culture are
the rights, freedoms and duties of citizens,
prescribed by law. They are a normative way
for young people to interact with each other
and with society.

Thus, legal culture is an essential factor in
the legal socialization of young people. The role
of culture in the legal socialization of young peo-
ple is realized through a number of its functions.

3. Functions of legal culture

Indisputably, the functioning of legal
culture of society is ensured by the system
of economic relations. Through the develop-
ment of legal knowledge, habits and principles
in people, the reflection function of legal culture
is realized. The content of this function var-
ies according to the stage of the development
of society. On the other hand, the evaluation
function causes a certain emotional response
of the personality to various parties and phe-
nomena of legal life on the basis of legal practice.

The cognitive and educational function
of legal culture is linked to legal and moral
guarantees of such universal values as hon-
esty and decency, kindness and mercy, moral
self-control and decency, honour, dignity
and freedom of choice. The cognitive function
regulates the intellectual activity of the person-
ality, depending on his/her level of intellectual
development.

The regulatory function of legal culture
ensures that basic legal requirements become
daily behaviour. The degree of assimilation
of the law can be gauged by the behaviour of cit-
izens in various legal situations. The regulatory
function is a regulator of human behaviour
in accordance with the existing legal system
and general legal culture. Human behaviour is
a conscious manifestation of will, thus it differs
from other actions, such as those of an instinc-
tive or reflex nature. The law cannot operate
without the active creative role of legal aware-
ness and culture. Therefore, this function ena-
bles to regulate human behaviour in the legal
field.

The legal socialisation function of legal cul-
ture is to shape the legal qualities of the per-
sonality. His /her legal beliefs should be stable.
Legal qualities are formed in the process of legal
education and include elements of a regulatory
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function, because the process of law-making is
nothing more than consolidation of the need for
legal regulatory machinery for social relations
through legal awareness. The ultimate goal
of law-making is to regulate human behaviour.

The regulatory function of legal culture is
aimed at ensuring the stable, orderly, dynamic
and efficient functioning of all elements
of the legal system. Legal culture is not only
a reflection of public life, but also an active
factor in influencing the functioning of law in
society.

The axiological and normative function
of legal culture encompasses a variety of phe-
nomena. This is a reflection of the State’s atti-
tude to possible future facts, actions, rules
to follow. Non-compliance entails the conse-
quences of possible negative events.

The prognostic function of legal culture
simultaneously covers law-making and the exer-
cise of the right, includes the analysis of trends
in the legal system. The result of the function
of legal modelling is the establishment of certain
models (rules) of conduct, which are evaluated
by legal awareness as proper, socially necessary
for the successful development of public rela-
tions in the State.

The communicative function of legal cul-
ture acts separately, enabling evaluation of legal
communication as a phenomenon of legal cul-
ture and contributing to the legal development
of the personality.

4. Conclusions

Therefore, the formation of a personality’s
legal culture is a complex and long-term process
in which both legal knowledge, legal experience
and genuine legal practice and, without a doubt,
the whole legal reality matter. Legal culture
cannot be an independent element of social life,
part of the general structure of legal awareness,
nor can it function independently of the legal
awareness of the whole society and of individ-
uals.

An analysis of modern Ukrainian society,
which is in the process of developing a demo-
cratic political and legal system, enables to high-
light specific features of the legal socialization
of young people in modern Ukrainian society,
related to the weakening of the social and legal
activity of the personality and the diminish-
ing role of traditional institutions and means
of legal socialization, while the inclusion
of the individual in social and legal environ-
ment is predominantly of a spontaneous nature,
which often gives rise to legal nihilism and anti-
social behaviour among modern youth. There-
fore, the issue of raising legal culture and legal
awareness of the younger generation through
various measures and mechanisms is being
updated. These measures are as follows:
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1) With regard to State strategy: public pol-
icy aimed at protecting the interests of young
people and complying with the Constitution
and laws by all State bodies;

2) With regard to law-making: making leg-
islative activity more professional, granting
to the population the right to initiate legisla-
tion, broadening public coverage of legislative
activity, involving more youth organizations
in the drafting and preparation of legal regula-
tions; strengthening legal liability for violations
of citizens' rights and freedoms;

3) With regard to law application: licensing
of legal professions, reform of the judicial sys-
tem, holding of practical seminars, establish-
ment of advisory councils in legal departments
with stable involvement of members of youth
organizations;

4) With regard to legal education: raising
the general morality of citizens, popularizing

legal knowledge (including through the mass
media), arousing interest in legal knowledge
and making it more accessible, and developing
family legal education;

5) With regard to legal science and legal
education: further development of scientific
research in the field of legal culture, increasing
the efficiency of higher legal education;

6) With regard to civil society
and personal initiative: resolution of prob-
lems of local self-government, development
of the system of public organizations, active
defending the person's rights, combating any
manifestation of lawlessness and arbitrari-
ness.

Therefore, the development of legal culture
is an important factor in the legal socialization
of young people and the first step towards build-
ing a highly developed civil society in a State
governed by the rule of law.
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ITPABOBA KYJIBTYPA SIK ]}I/IBHA‘IAJIBHI/II}‘I YUHHHUK ITPABOBOI
COUIATI3ALII CYYACHOI OCOBUCTOCTI

Anorauisi. Memoto cmammi € po3rJisiji IPABOBOI KYJIKTYPH sSIK BaKJIMBOTO YMHHUKA ITPABOBOI cottiai-
3a1lii cyyacHoi MOJIOJIi, BU3HAUEHHS Ti POJIi Ta 3HAUEHHS B KUTTEAISIIBHOCTI MOJIOZI01 0COOUCTOCTI.

Pesynvmamu. Y cydacHux yMoBax po30yI0BU HE3aJI€KHOI TPABOBOI IepsKaBy Ta TPOMACHKOTO CyC-
HiJbeTBa B YKpaiti, 6e3yMOBHO, HeOOXiAHO MiAHATHA Ha GiIbII BUCOKUIL PiBEHb [IPABOBY KYJIBTYDPY Hace-
JIEHHSI, 2 0COOJIMBO MOJIOZIOTO TIOKOJIHHSL. Y CTATTi PO3IJISHYTO TIPABOBY COLAMI3allito SIK JBOCTOPOHHIIL
nporiec (0coba € 0HOYaCHO 06'EKTOM i cyG’€KTOM colliasizaliii) akTHBHOTO 3aCBOCHHS 1HMBIIOM IIPaBo-
BUX I[IHHOCTEH Ta HOPM i3 METOI0 (hOPMYBaHHS OCOOKCTOCTI 3 BIAMOBIIHNM PiBHEM TIPABOBOI KYJIBTYPH.
VTouHeHo 3MiCT IPaBoBOi comiamisanii 0cobu, SKUil BU3HAYAETHCA OCHOBHUMM YMHHUKAMHE, 30KPEMa:
[PaBOM $IK CHCTEMOIO COLIAIbHUX 3araibHOOO0B I3KOBUX HOPM; TIPABOCBIIOMICTIO K (hOPMOIO CYCITiJIb-
HOI cBizoMOCTI, 110 BigoGpaskae crapjieHHs cy0'€KTiB IPaBOBIAHOCKH J0 TIpaBa; IIPABOBOIO KYJIBTYPOIO K
CUCTEMOIO IyXOBHUX i MaTepiaJibHUX I[iHHOCTEl y cepi hyHKIIOHYBaHH 1paBa. BusHaueHo ocobimBoc-
Ti MPaBoOBOI collianizalii MOJIO/I B Cy4aCHOMY YKPaiHCHKOMY CYCIIJIBCTBI, 110 MOB'A3aHi 3 ociabaeHHsAM
COTHATBHO-TIPABOBOI aKTHBHOCTI OCOGMCTOCTI Ta 3MEHITEHHAM POJI TPAANIIHIX iHCTUTYTIB i 3acobiB
TIpaBoBOi comiamizariii. [Ipu 1poMy BKIIIOUeHHS iHANBI/IA B COMIATbHO-TIPABOBUI TIPOCTIP MA€E TEePEBAKHO
CTUXIITHUI XapakTep, 110 HePIJIKO NOPOXKY€E BUHUKHEHHS [TPABOBOTO HIr/li3My Ta acolliaJbHUX MPOsIBiB
y TMOBE/iHII cydacHol Mooz, JloBeieHo HeoOXiHICTh MiIBUIIEHHS TPaBOBOi KYJIBTYPH Ta MPaBOCBiI0-
MOCTi MOJIOZIOTO TIOKOJIIHHS 32 I0TIOMOT'0I0 Pi3HNX 3aXO/IiB i MEeXaHI3MiB.

Bucnosxu. Korcratosano, 1o (opMyBaHHs IPaBOBOI KYJIBTYPH OCOOMCTOCTI — 1€ CKJIaHIHA Ta TPH-
BaJIMI TIPOTIEC, Y TKOMY MalOTh 3HAUEHHST i TIPABOBI 3HAHHS, i TPABOBUII J0CBiJL, 1 peasibHa MPaKTHKA I0pH-
JIMYHOI [STBHOCTI, 1, 6€3 CyMHIBY, ycsi paBoBa peabhicTp. [IpaBoBa Kyaisrypa He Moske GYTH caMOCTiii-
HUM €JIEMEHTOM CYCIIJIBHOTO SKUTTS, CKJIJI0BOIO YACTUHOIO 3arajibHOI CTPYKTYPU IIPABOCBIZIOMOCTI, BOHA
He MOKe (PYHKI[IOHYBaTH OKPEMO BiJl TIPABOCBIZIOMOCTi BCOTO CYCIIJIBCTBA TA iHANBI/IB. PO3BIHEHICTH
[PAaBOBOI KYJIBTYPU € BasKJIMBUM YHHHUKOM [IPABOBOI COIliaIi3aliil MOJIOI Ta IepIiiM KPOKOM J10 100y-
JIOBU BUCOKOPO3BUHEHOTO POMA/ITHCHKOTO CYCIIJILCTBA Y [TPABOBIll /IepoKaBi.

KimouoBi ciioBa: mpaBo, paBoBa COTaTi3allist, TpaBoBa KyJIbTYpa, MPaBOBa CBiIOMICTb, 0COOHCTICTD,
CYCHiJIbCTBO.
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