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EXAMINATION TYPES AND THEIR VALUE
FOR THE INVESTIGATION

OF CRIMINAL OFFENSES RELATED

TO POISONOUS SUBSTANCES TRAFFICKING

Abstract. Purpose. The present paper is aimed at studying the types of examination which may
be implemented while investigating criminal offenses related to poisonous substance trafficking
and establishing their value for the relevant process. Research methods. The paper was based on
general and special methods of scientific cognition, namely: dialectical, formal-logical, generalization,
comparison, etc. Results. The paper presents the analysis of the examination concept, conveys its essence
and tasks, and specifies its types according to objects. Attention is paid to the following examination types
and peculiarities of their implementation: the scene, geographical features (landscape), premises which
are not the crime scene but are related to it, items, documents and computer data, inspection of housing
or other personal possessions, corpse, examination of the corpse related to exhumation, inspection, vehicle
inspection, and exhumation of animals. It is marked that the abovementioned types of examination may
be carried out both independently and simultaneously with others, e.g., examination of the crime scene
together with the person’s housing or other possessions. Attention is focused on the security measures
of the investigative team and the third parties or animals during crime scene examination because
the examination object can be poisonous substances and their carriers or vapors, which can harm the life
and health of persons and animals and the environment. It was established that delays in examination may
lead to a change in the circumstances of such a criminal offense, the spread of a poisonous substance into
the water and air or the destruction of traces and physical evidence that will complicate the investigation
process. Conclusions. According to research findings, examination is a crucial component of the system
of investigative (search) actions (performed during the investigation of criminal offenses related to
poisonous substance traflicking) and significant for evidence assessment and a substantiated notification
on suspicion of committing specific criminal offenses.
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1. Introduction

In today’s conditions, war crimes have
become widespread, in particular, the use
of banned chemical weapons by the Russian Fed-
eration against Ukraine in some of its regions,
which causes harsh consequences inflicted
by the action of poisonous substances on
the human body. Criminal offenses related to
the illegal trafficking of poisonous substances
have their specifics, and thus, their investi-
gation requires various types of examination,
which are of undeniable importance. For exam-
ple, crime scene examination allows the col-
lection of objects that will subsequently form
a solid evidence base and contribute to ascer-
taining the truth in criminal proceedings. Such
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an objective is achieved through the activities
of the investigative and operational group,
including a CSI specialist. The latter gathers
evidence of specific criminal offenses. How-
ever, that kind of activity is complex: it requires
appropriate knowledge, skills, and abilities
to work with poisonous substances since it is
crucial not only to find trace information but
also to correctly record it and assist in describ-
ing and removing the necessary objects for
further forensic studies. Both scene exam-
ination and other examination types have
their characteristics and specifics and play
a significant role in proving criminal offenses
related to the illegal trafficking of poisonous
substances.
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In criminalistics, much attention is
paid to the scientific study of the tactics
of investigative (search) actions. Examina-
tion itself holds a special place in their sys-
tem. The tactics of the investigative review
during the formation and development
of the science of criminalistics are elucidated
by various scientists, namely, V.P. Bakhin,
R.S. Bielkin, H.I. Hramovych, S.P. Yefimychey,
V.0.Konovalova, V.P. Kolmakov,N.I. Klymenko,
V.S. Kuzmichov, N.I. Kulahin, Ye.I. Makarenko,
H.A. Matusovskyi, M.I. Porubov, M.V. Saltev-
skyi, K. O. Chaplynskyi, Yu. M. Chornous,
V.Iu. Shepitko, I.M. Yakimov, M.P. Yablokov,
and many others. At the same time, there is
a lack of contributions devoted to examination
tactics when investigating criminal offenses
related to the illegal trafficking of poisonous
substances. Consequently, it raises the need for
scientific study of the relevant issue.

The article aims to outline the concept,
essence, tasks, and types of examination
and justify their significance for the investiga-
tion of criminal offenses related to the illegal
trafficking of poisonous substances.

2. The concept and essence of examination
during the investigation of criminal offenses
related to poisonous substances

It is worth first referring to dictionaries
to define the concept of examination. Thus,
a great explanatory dictionary of the modern
Ukrainian  language interprets ‘“examina-
tion” as an inspection aimed at checking, con-
trolling, finding something illegal, etc. (Velykyi
tlumachnyi slovnyk suchasnoi ukrainskoi movy,
2002, p. 658). According to the legal encyclo-
pedia by Yu.S. Shemshuchenko, examination is
the procedural action of the investigator, prose-
cutor, court whereby state, properties and fea-
tures of tangible objects related to the event
under investigation are revealed, directly per-
ceived, assessed, and recorded in order to obtain
factual data and clarify circumstances relevant
to establishing the truth in criminal proceed-
ings (Iurydychna entsyklopediia, 2002, p. 325).
Such a definition is broader than the former
and specifics the purpose and tasks.

In our opinion, Ye.I. Makarenko, in his study
guide, has defined the investigative review with
masterly skill. He notes that the investigative
review holds a special place among the investi-
gative actions aimed at obtaining evidence from
the most impartial, incorruptible, and veracious
witnesses — the so-called “silent witnesses”
of the crime (tangible sources of evidence)
(Macarenco, 2004, pp. 3—4).

We also share K.O. Chaplynskyi’s opinion
that the investigative review belongs to priority,
unique, and irreplaceable investigative (search)
actions (Chaplynskyi, 2010, pp. 50-51). The

urgency distinguishes the specific investigative
(search) action from all others and makes it
a priority (Shepitko, 2001, p. 218).

Following Art. 237 of the Criminal Pro-
cedure Code of Ukraine (CPC of Ukraine)
“Investigator, public prosecutor shall carry out
a visual inspection of the area, premises, items
and documents to find and record the informa-
tion relating to the commission of a criminal
offence” (Kryminalnyi protsesualnyi kodeks
Ukrainy, 2012).

Examination means that the investigator,
using the methods of cognition, is convinced
of the existence and nature of facts that have
evidentiary value (Piaskovskyi, Chornous,
Samodin, 2020, p. 408). During examination,
the investigator: 1) directly perceives the scene
background and other tangible objects and stud-
ies them; 2) detects and studies traces and other
physical evidence; 3) is aware of the essence
and mechanism of the case; 4) evaluates
the examination results; 5) records the scene
background, objects, and traces for their further
use in the investigation process (Piaskovskyi,
Chornous, Ishchenko, Alieksieiev, 2015).

In addition, the effectiveness of examination
shall be achieved within the tasks of an inves-
tigative (search) action. Modern criminalis-
tics (Piaskovskyi, Chornous, Samodin, 2020,
pp. 408) outlines the following tasks of exam-
ination: 1) identifying traces of a criminal
offense and other objects that may be attached
to the materials of criminal proceedings as
physical evidence; 2) clarifying the mecha-
nism of a criminal offense; 3) putting forward
versions of the circumstances of the criminal
offense and its participants; 4) obtaining infor-
mation about the participants and eyewitnesses
of the criminal offense; 5) establishing other
circumstances relevant to criminal proceedings
(for instance, ascertaining information about
the poisonous substance and its compounds).

3. Characteristics of examination types
within the investigation of criminal offenses
related to poisonous substances

To render the essence of examination, its
types should be specified. Thus, criminalistics
literature names examination types according
to various grounds. However, as for the present
article’s subject, we will consider types follow-
ing examination objects: 1) crime scene exami-
nation (part 3 of Art. 214, Art. 237 of the CPC
of Ukraine); 2) inspection of the area, prem-
ises, items, documents and computer data
(Art. 237 of the CPC of Ukraine); 3) inspec-
tion of home or other possessions of a person
(Art. 233 of the CPC of Ukraine); 4) corpse
inspection (Art. 238 of the CPC of Ukraine);
5) corpse inspection associated with exhu-
mation (Art. 239 of the CPC of Ukraine);
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6) examination of an individual’s body (exam-
ination of an individual) (Art. 241 of the CPC
of Ukraine); 7) inspection of other objects
(inspection of vehicles, animals and their
corpses, etc.) (Piaskovskyi, Chornous, Samo-
din, 2020).

During the investigation of criminal offenses
related to the illegal trafficking of poisonous
substances, there is the need to conduct the fol-
lowing examination types:

1) crime scene (apartments, rooms in dor-
mitories, private houses and their private plots
and premises, abandoned houses, territories
of institutions and organizations that are asso-
ciated with the trafficking of poisonous sub-
stances (for example, pharmacies, hospitals,
pharmaceutical enterprises, warehouses with
chemicals, etc.), etc.). Examination is carried
out after notification of the specific type of crim-
inal offense and is crucial for obtaining physical
evidence; it can be primary or repeated, basic or
additional).

The effectiveness of investigation of cri-
minal proceedings related to the illegal traffick-
ing of poisonous substances largely depends on
the appropriate collection (seizure, packaging,
and transportation) of physical evidence during
crime scene examination. Such an investigative
(search) action is the most common and com-
plex of all of the above. First of all, this is due
to the danger to health and the environment
of poisonous substances inspection subjects deal
with.

At the same time, it should be noted that
the evidentiary value of scene examination
includes the accurate and objective fixation
of the situation as it was during inspection
(Razumov, Molyboha, p. 14-15);

2) areas, premises that are not the crime scene
but relate to it (for example, the need to exam-
ine the location arises if traces of poisonous
substances or effects of actions related to their
concealment were found on the earth or water
surface; there is also a need to inspect the prem-
ise that is not related to the crime scene in case
of receipt of information about the presence
of poisonous substances and other physical
evidence indicating their illegal trafficking, or
information about the possible concealment
of the offender (who produced, manufactured,
acquired, transported, delivered, or stored for
marketing or sold poisonous substances) in
a certain premise);

3) items (this may concern the inspec-
tion of poisonous substances and contain-
ers in which they were produced, purchased,
transported, delivered, stored for marketing
or were sold; devices used during the produc-
tion of poisonous substances; clothes retaining
traces of poisonous substances; other items that
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may be physical evidence in specific criminal
proceedings);

4) documents and computer data (if so
requested to study such objects and find infor-
mation in their content that can be used as
evidence of the fact or circumstances to be
established during the investigation of criminal
offenses related to the illegal trafficking of poi-
sonous substances. It is carried out under Arts.
98-100 of the CPC of Ukraine).

That kind of examination deals with docu-
ments (printed or electronic) and records which
may contain features that make them physical
evidence or information indicating the fact
of illegal actions.

According to part 1 of Art. 98 of the CPC
of Ukraine, physical evidence means tangible
objects that have been used as an instrument
of a criminal violation, retain traces of such or
contain other information, which may be used
as evidence of the fact or circumstance to be
established during criminal proceedings, includ-
ing the items that have been an object of crim-
inally unlawful actions, money, valuables or
other articles obtained in a criminally unlawful
manner or gained by the legal person as a result
of criminal violation (Kryminalnyi protsesu-
alnyi kodeks Ukrainy, 2012). In other words,
physical evidence in the investigation of crim-
inal offenses can comprise not only the poi-
sonous substances themselves but also other
tangible objects that are in any way related to
their commission., e.g., documents indicating
the fact of production, purchase, sale, or use
of a poisonous substance (notebooks with infor-
mation about the very poisonous substances,
recipes for poisonous substances, instructions
for handling poisonous substances, profes-
sional literature, “black accounts”, consignment
notes, or receipts for the purchase of poisonous
substances, etc.).

The inspection of computer data, which may
contain information about the relevant type
of criminal offenses, is of particular importance,
e.g., when it is necessary to establish the fact
of acquisition, transfer of poisonous substances
on the Internet, criminal ties, involvement
of a person in the search for crime information,
etc.;

5) inspection of home or other possessions
of a person (the need for such inspection
during the investigation of criminal offenses
arises when there is information that a person
produced, acquired and stored for marketing
poisonous substances in their house or other
possessions. The procedure and grounds for its
implementation are general, the same as during
the investigation of all other criminal offenses.
In conducting the relevant type of inspection,
it is essential to pay attention to the safety rules
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for handling poisonous substances during their
detection and removal);

6) corpse (corpse examination is cru-
cial while investigating such types of crimi-
nal offenses since the poisonous substance in
the corpse can affect the health of the CSI team.

In this regard, those involved in the inves-
tigative (search) action, including those who
are directly involved in the corpse’s examina-
tion, collection of samples of tissues, organs or
parts thereof, must be provided with the nec-
essary equipment, i.e., medical masks, respi-
rators, and when receiving information about
extremely hazardous substances — gas masks,
rubber gloves with the appropriate degree
of protection, and technical means that allow
determining the type and concentration
of poisonous substances and their compounds
in the field;

7) corpse related to exhumation (carried out
in order to identify and take samples of corpse
tissues, organs or parts thereof for further
forensic tests and clarification of issues that
are important within the pre-trial investiga-
tion of criminal offenses under consideration.
To detect and identify poisonous substances,
objectively determine their quantity, concen-
tration, or chemical compounds, and perform
an expert examination during exhumation,
samples of land from the burial place (corpse
bed) and clothing of the corpse shall be taken in
sufficient quantities. We have discussed the pro-
cedure of relevant inspection and its features in
a previously published scientific article in detail
(Maksymchuk, p. 308), so we will not dwell
on them. But attention should be focused on
the importance of compliance with the above
personal safety measures).

For example, the study of samples
of an exhumed corpse played a crucial part
while investigating criminal offenses related to
the mass thallium poisoning in Kyiv in 1987.
At school No. 16, dishwasher Tamara poured
thallium into meals that made one and a half
dozen teachers and students hospitalized with
symptoms of food poisoning, and two children
and two adults died almost immediately. During
the investigation, it turned out that the nurse
who checked the quality of school food had
died of cardiovascular disease a week before
the event. However, after exhuming and exam-
ining her body, thallium traces were identified
in the corpse’s tissue. Consequently, checks
of all employees of the school canteen were con-
ducted. According to findings, a bottle of liquid
was found in Tamara Ivaniutina, the examina-
tion of which showed that it was Clerici solu-
tion — a highly poisonous solution based on
thallium. During the investigation, it emerged
that Ivaniutina and her family members have

poisoned people for 11 years (Hazeta Fakty,
2007);

8) inspection (driven by the need to find
traces of relevant criminal offenses on the body
of the suspect (detainee), or victim. For exam-
ple, when a person has produced poisonous
substances, poured, transported, and performed
other manipulations with them, traces could
remain on his body, indicating the commission
of such a criminal offense);

9) inspection of other objects: vehicles,
compartments of railway cars, luggage com-
partments, etc. used for transporting or stor-
ing poisonous substances, incl. animals that
have become victims of poisonous substances,
etc. The above objects of inspection can be
the scene of a specific criminal offense or a place
retaining physical evidence that will contrib-
ute to establishing the truth within criminal
proceedings.

The above is illustrated by the case of thal-
lium poisoning, traces of which were found
in the vehicle of the deceased. Thus, in early
December 2018, Maxym Bilokon died in Kyiv
because doctors could not diagnose him for
a long time. Moreover, it was too late when it
emerged that he had been poisoned with thal-
lium. In addition, 40 days after his death, sim-
ilar symptoms appeared in his father, Volody-
myr, and his colleague who were saved thanks
to a timely diagnosis and the provision of med-
ical care. At the beginning of the investigation,
the father and son’s vehicles were not inspected,
although they worked as taxi drivers. Things
changed when the father, cleaning the car, found
several mercury balls, after which the vehicle
was inspected. As a result, physical evidence
of poisoning of the mentioned persons was
detected (Hazeta Fakty, 2018).

Sometimes there is a need for the exhuma-
tion of animals since the results of examination
and study can affect the overall assessment
of cases of criminal offenses related to the poi-
soning of people. The particularity may be evi-
dent when a criminal tests or experiments on
a poisonous substance while preparing for mur-
der with its use.

When examining the exhumed corpse
of an animal, it should be borne in mind that
although corpses are preserved in the ground
longer than on the surface, it is not always pos-
sible to identify pathological processes that
have caused animal death. But mineral poisons
retain in the corpses of animals for a very long
time, e.g., arsenic, fluoride, mercury, etc. In this
case, a forensic veterinary examination should
be appointed. To conduct the study, it is recom-
mended providing not only corpse remains but
also soil samples of 0.5 kg from the corpse’s bed
and surface.
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Theabove types of examination can beimple-
mented both independently and simultaneously
with others, e.g.,, an inspection of the scene
and personal housing or possessions.

4. Conclusions

It is worth noting that examination occu-
pies a central place in the system of investiga-
tive (search) actions taken during the investi-
gation of criminal offenses related to the illegal
trafficking of poisonous substances. All its types
are essential since they are highly significant
investigative (search) actions for collecting
and evaluating evidence and providing a rea-
sonable report of suspicion of a criminal offense
related to poisonous substances.

Compared to other investigative (search)
actions, examination almost always endangers
its participants since the object of inspection
can be represented by poisonous substances
and their carriers (corpses, containers, items,
or things that had contact with a poison-
ous substance, etc.) or fumes that can harm
the life and health of persons and animals
and the environment. Delays in examination
can change the conditions of a criminal offense,
cause the spread of a poisonous substance into
the water and air, the destruction of traces
and physical evidence, their concealment,
etc., that will complicate the investigation
and the establishment of the truth in criminal
proceedings.
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BUJIN OTJIAY TA iX 3HAYEHHSA
B TOKA3YBAHHI KPUMIHAJIbHUX ITPABOIIOPYIIEHD,
OB’ I3AHUX 3 HE3BAKOHHUM OBITOM OTPYIHUX PEUOBUH

Axorauis. Memoro cratTi € JIOCTiJKEHHsT BUIB OTJISILY, SIKI MOXKYTb NPOBOJMTHCS IIiJ Y4ac po3-
CJIyBaHHA KPUMiHAJBHUX MPaBOIOPYIIEHb, OB A3aHUX 3 HE3aKOHHUM 00IrOM OTPYIHHUX PEYOBHH,
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Ta BCTAHOBJIEHHsI IX 3HAYEHHsI y TIpoIteci noka3yBanus. Memoou docniosxcenns. Pobora BUKOHAHA 3 BUKO-
PUCTAHHSIM 3araJlbHOHAYKOBUX Ta CHEI[abHIX METO/IiB HAYKOBOTO ITi3HAHHS, TAKUX SIK: JiaJeKTUYHUI,
(hopMasIbHO-JIOTIUHMIA, y3araJibHEeHHS, TIOPiBHAHHS TOIO. Pe3yavmamu. Y cTaTTi PO3LJSHYTO MOHATTS
OTJISITY, 3aTIPONIOHOBAHI PI3HUMI BYEHVMMHU-KPUMiHATICTAMH, Ta PO3KPUTO HOTO CyTHICTh, HABEJIEHO HOTO
3aBJIAHHS Ta OXapPaKTEPU30BAHO BUAM 3a 00'EKTaMU OIVIsILY. 30CEPe/IKEHO yBary Ha 0COOJUBOCTSIX MIPO-
BEJICHHS TAKUX BUJIB OTJISIAY, SIK: MICIlst TTOIiT, MiCIIEBOCTI, IIPUMIlIieHb, sIKi Oe3I10CePeIHbO He € MiCIleM
TI071i1, aJTe TIOB'sI3aHi 3 Helo, peyvell, IOKYMEHTIB Ta KOMIT I0TePHUX JAAHWX, OTJISI/ KUTJIA YU iHIITOTO BOJIO/IiH-
Hst 0c00M, TPyTIa, OIJIs TPYIIA, OB’ SI3aHOTO 3 eKCIYMAIli€r0, OCBILYBAHHS, OTJISIT TPAHCIIOPTHUX 3aC00iB
Ta eKCryMallist TBApUH. 3’sICOBAHO, 1110 HaBE/IEH] BUIIE BU/IM OTJISLY MOXKYTb IIPOBOANTUCH SIK CAMOCTIIHO,
TaK i 0[HOYACHO 3 IHIITMMU, TAKMMU SIK OTJISIL MICI[SI TTOJ[ii Ta JKUTJIA YM IHIIOTO BOJIOAIHHST 0coOu. AKIleH-
TOBAHO yBary Ha 3axojiax Oe3MeKH YYaCHUKIB CJIiU0-0IePATUBHOI IPYIIU Ta CTOPOHHIX OCi® uu TBapuH
IiJ1 9ac TIPOBEACHH OMJIALY, OCKLIbKK 00’ €KTOM JOCIIFKEHHA MOKYTh OYTH sIK G€3110CepeHbo OTPYiini
PEYOBUHM, TaK i iX HOCII UM BUMAPH, IKi MOKYTh 3aBIaBaTH KO JKUTTIO, 37I0POB’I0 0cOOaM, TBAPUHAM,
HABKOJIMIIIHBOMY CePEIOBHUIILY. BeTaHOBIIEHO, 10 3BOJIKAHHS 3 MPOBEJIEHHSIM OTJISIy MOXKE ITPU3BECTH
110 3MiHM 0OCTAHOBKK TaKOTO KPUMIHAIBHOTO MPABOMOPYIIEHHS, POSIOBCIOIKEHHST OTPYHHOI PEYOBUHI
Y BOZHUI Ta NOBITPSHWI TIPOCTOPH, 3HUIIEHHS CJIi/IiB i PEYOBUX JIOKA3iB, M0 TPU3Be/E 0 YTPYIAHEHHS
TIPOIIeCY PO3CJifyBaHHs. Bucnogxu. Y pe3ysibrati MpPOBEIEHOTO OCII/PKEHHSI BCTAHOBJIEHO, IO OTJISI
y cucreMi caiuux (PO3MIyKOBUX) [Mill, SKi MTPOBOAATHCA Mijl Yac PO3CIIyBaHHS KPUMIHATIBHUX TPABO-
[OPYIIEHb, MOB'A3aHUX 3 HE3AKOHHUM 00IrOM OTPYIHHUX PEYOBUH, 3aiiMac 1eHTpaIbHe Miclie, Bil € Hajl-
3BUYAITHO BaXKJIUBOIO CJTIAYIO0T0 (PO3NIYKOBOIO) /€T, 0 MA€E KJIIOYOBE 3HAUECHHS Y MTPOTIeCi J0Ka3yBaHHS,
a TaKoK OOIPYHTOBAHOTO TIOBIIOMJIECHHS PO MiJ03PY Y BYNHEHHI TAKMX BB KPUMiHAIBHKX TIPABOTIO-
pyIIEHb.

Kiouogi ciioBa: oruisti, pedi, T0KyMEHTH, OCBiLyBaHHS, TPYIL, OTJIsIT TPAHCIIOPTHUX 3aC00iB, €KCryMa-
1[is1 TBApUH.
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