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INTERACTION OF SOCIAL NORMS

AND LEGAL CONSCIOUSNESS: TRANSFORMATION
MECHANISMS, IMPACT OF SOCIAL CHANGES

AND DEVELOPMENT PROSPECTS

Abstract. Purpose. The purpose of this article is to analyse the interaction of social norms and legal
consciousness, to study the mechanisms of their transformation under the influence of modern social
changes and to determine the prospects for the development of legal culture in a dynamic socio-political
environment. Research methods. The research methodology is based on a comprehensive approach, which
includes a review of scientific literature and regulatory documents, a comparative analysis of theoretical
concepts, and the use of systematic and dialectical research methods. In addition, methods of empirical data
analysis and statistical modelling are used to determine the impact of social change on the transformation
of social norms and the formation of legal consciousness. Results. The study reveals that social norms
are the basis of the legal system as they set standards of conduct and influence the formation of legal
consciousness. Legal consciousness, which includes cognitive, emotional, behavioural and evaluative
components, allows society to transform legal norms into concrete actions. The harmonisation
of social norms with legal provisions contributes to the development of legal culture and the legitimacy
of legislation. However, modern transformations, such as digitalisation, pandemics, and military conflicts,
require constant adaptation of norms and legal consciousness to new conditions. The scientific novelty
of the study is that it identifies new mechanisms for transforming norms under the influence of modern
social changes, such as digitalisation, pandemics and military conflicts, and proposes innovative approaches
to integrating social and legal aspects into the system of legal education. This contributes not only to
the efficiency of regulating social relations, but also to the formation of a high legal culture, which is
critical for ensuring stability, justice and social progress. Conclusions. The results of the study can serve
as a basis for formulating strategies in the field of education, law enforcement and social development,
promoting a harmonious combination of social and legal norms that ensures stability, justice and social
progress in society. In particular, the data obtained enables to identify the mechanisms of transformation
of legal consciousness in response to modern social changes, such as digitalisation, globalisation and social
crises, which opens up prospects for adapting the legal system to new challenges.
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1. Introduction

Legal consciousness of an individual is a set
of knowledge, ideas and emotions that deter-
mine his or her attitude to law and contribute
to understanding its role in society. It is an inte-
gral part of social consciousness and closely
interacts with other types of social norms, such
as moral, religious, corporate and customary
norms. It is this interaction that determines
the level of legal culture in a society, influencing
compliance with legal provisions or, conversely,
their disregard.

Legal consciousness is shaped by moral
norms, traditions and generally accepted social

54

values. In communities with strong customary
traditions, legal norms may play asecondary role,
while in legal states, moral principles are often
integrated into the legal system. Social norms
can both support and hinder legal awareness.
As a social phenomenon, law evokes different
reactions: positive, negative or neutral. A posi-
tive attitude implies the recognition of the need
to comply with legal norms and the perception
of law as the main regulator of social relations. A
negative attitude is expressed in the belief that
law is irrelevant or superfluous, while a neu-
tral attitude reflects indifference to legal norms
and the activities of state institutions.
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Changes in society affect the transformation
of legal consciousness along with social norms,
adapting them to new conditions, challenges
and needs. Therefore, the study of the mech-
anisms of interaction between social norms
and legal consciousness is of particular impor-
tance for improving legal policy, increasing
the effectiveness of law enforcement and devel-
oping legal culture in modern society.

Social norms, legal consciousness and their
interaction have been the subject of research by
the following scholars: O. Holtsova, L. Zamor-
ska, M. Cherkas, S. Nagorniak, N. Krestovska,
L. Matvieieva and others.

2. The importance of social norms

Social norms play a fundamental role in
the formation of legal consciousness, as they
are the primary basis on which the legal system
of a society is based. While social norms are gen-
eral standards of conduct that regulate social
relations, legal consciousness is a mechanism for
an individual to comprehend and evaluate them.

The scholar O. Holtsova defines social
norms as general rules that reflect the needs
of social life and play a key role in people's
practical activities. She emphasises that social
norms are not only a measure of behaviour, but
also the requirements that society puts forward
to an individual, encouraging him or her to act
in a certain way. The purpose of social norms is
to regulate social relations by regulating peo-
ple's activities. In this regard, any social norm
is a criterion for assessing people's behaviour
and a means of controlling their activities by
society. Without norms, no practical activity
of people is acceptable. The essence of a norm
as a social phenomenon, according to the sci-
entist, is a requirement addressed to people, to
their social life. A norm requires that people's
behaviour conform to it. This is an indication
of what exactly people's behaviour should be in
the opinion of society (Holtsova, 2013).

It should be noted that O. Holtsova empha-
sises that social norms not only regulate peo-
ple's behaviour, but also determine the expec-
tations and standards that society sets for
its members. Legal consciousness develops
through interaction with social norms, as they
define the basic principles of justice, responsi-
bility and social order. For example, legal norms
often grow out of moral and customary norms,
enshrining them at the official level. If social
norms are not consistent with legal norms, this
can lead to conflicts between the legal con-
sciousness of individuals and the requirements
of the law, which is especially noticeable during
social transformations. In addition, legal aware-
ness is not static - it is formed and changed
under the influence of social norms that adapt
to new living conditions. For example, current
social trends, such as digitalisation or the fight
for human rights, change perceptions of accept-
able and desirable conduct, which is ultimately
reflected in the legal system.

The researcher L. Zamorska emphasises
that normativity is an inherent characteristic

of the social sector, and argues that the emer-
gence, development and existence of social
norms are due to the objective need to regulate
the connections, relations and interests that
are constantly becoming more complex within
the social system. She emphasises that norma-
tive regulation is an integral process of social
life inherent in the entire history of human
development. Moreover, the normativity
of human social life is a fundamental condition
for the functioning of the social system, as it is
based on the natural laws of nature and soci-
ety (Zamorska, 2010). Therefore, following
the opinion of L. Zamorska, it can be stated that
normativity is indeed a fundamental basis for
the functioning of society. Social norms emerge
as a response to the need to regulate social rela-
tions and ensure stability in collective interac-
tion. They are guidelines that determine which
actions are acceptable and which are unaccept-
able, thereby shaping the social conduct of indi-
viduals.

In this context, legal awareness plays
an important role, reflecting the level of per-
ception and understanding of legal norms in
society. Since social norms include both moral,
customary, religious and legal regulators, legal
awareness is a key mechanism that ensures their
integration and compliance. When social norms
are consistent with legal requirements, this con-
tributes to a high level of legal culture and law-
ful conduct. On the other hand, if social norms
contradict the current legislation, legal nihilism
may arise, that is, the devaluation of legal norms,
which weakens their regulatory function. This
is especially true in periods of social change,
when normative foundations are transformed
and legal consciousness needs to be adapted to
new conditions.

3. The relationship between social norms
and legal consciousness

We propose to study the relationship
between social norms and legal consciousness
through four main components, which include
cognitive, emotional and behavioural aspects,
as well as a mandatory evaluation element.
Each of these components plays a key role in
the implementation of the functions of legal
consciousness.

The cognitive function of legal conscious-
ness is manifested through its intellectual
mechanisms that contribute to the forma-
tion of legal knowledge as a rational element
of legal consciousness. The process of cogni-
tion of legal phenomena is a mental activit
of various subjects, which proceeds in accord-
ance with the principles of dialectical and for-
mal logic. The basis of legal knowledge is legal
concepts and categories, which are the internal
structural component of legal consciousness
(Cherkas, 2008). Social norms, being generally
accepted rules of conduct, form the basis for
the development of legal consciousness. The
reflect the needs of social life and set the stand-
ards expected of individuals. Through the cog-
nitive function of legal consciousness, these
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norms are transformed into legal knowledge
and beliefs that influence human behaviour in
the legal field. Therefore, the cognitive func-
tion of legal consciousness not only promotes
awareness of legal norms, but also ensures their
integration into personal values and beliefs,
which is necessary for the harmonious func-
tioning of society.

The law-forming component reflects
the emotional state of the future lawyer,
in particular his or her emotions, feelings
and experiences that form the emotional
and ethical attitude to law and legislation. It
serves as an indicator of the level of awareness
of the need for social and legal activity, reflect-
ing value orientations and motivation for pro-
fessional activity in the legal field (Cherkas,
2014). Social norms, including moral, corpo-
rate, customary and religious norms, influence
the formation of a lawyer's legal conscious-
ness, promoting his or her professional respon-
sibility and ethical choice. The interaction
of the law-making component with social norms
plays a crucial role in the process of legal educa-
tion, since it is through the awareness of social
values that a lawyer forms a personal attitude to
law as a mechanism for ensuring social justice
and law and order.

The behavioural component is a form of legal
conduct of the future lawyer, which includes a set
of skills for making legal decisions in both profes-
sional and personal situations, as well as the abil-
ity to protect the rights, freedoms and inter-
ests of clients (Cherkas, 2014). In addition, it
is important that such conduct is consistent
with generally accepted social norms and ethi-
cal standards that govern relationships in soci-
ety. Adherence to social norms helps to build
trust in the legal system, strengthens the role
of the lawyer as an intermediary between the law
and the public, and ensures the responsible appli-
cation of legal knowledge to maintain stability,
justice and harmony in society.

The evaluative function is a tool for ana-
lysing legal phenomena, which is inextricably
linked to social norms. It is social norms that
set the standards for the acceptability and effec-
tiveness of legal conduct, influencing the way
in which the behaviour of individuals, the func-
tioning of legal norms and the activities of law
enforcement agencies are assessed. Positive
assessments tend to arise when the legal system
is harmoniously integrated with established
social values, which contributes to the main-
tenance of order and trust in the law. Negative
assessments can be constructive when they
are accompanied by suggestions for improving
legal norms and practices, or destructive when
the gap between the legal system and social
expectations leads to its complete rejection
(Nahorniak, 2016). Therefore, the evaluative
function, viewed through the prism of social
norms, becomes an important mechanism of dia-
logue between law and society, contributing to
the development of a system that meets modern
social requirements.
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Analysin% the relationship between social
norms and legal consciousness through four
main components - cognitive, emotional, behav-
ioural and evaluative - it is important to empha-
sise the importance of social norms in the for-
mation of legal consciousness. The cognitive
component reflects the level of legal knowledge
and understanding of norms that are acquired
through education, social experience and legal
practice. Social norms are the primary source
that forms the idea of acceptable conduct. The
emotional component determines an individu-
al's attitude to the law. If legal norms are con-
sistent with moral and social beliefs, a positive
perception is formed, which strengthens trust
in the legal system. If the norms contradict per-
sonal or social values, a negative or indifferent
attitude towards them is possible. The behav-
ioural component is manifested in compliance
with or violation of legal norms. A high level
of legal awareness promotes law-abidingness,
while a low level or contradictions between
norms can provoke deviant behaviour. The eval-
uative component determines how people per-
ceive the legal system: as fair and necessary or
imperfect and restrictive. High trust in the law
ensures the stability of society, while a negative
attitude can lead to legal nihilism.

In our opinion, the legal consciousness
of citizens is closely related to changes in social
norms caused by social transformations. Social
transformations, such as economic crises, polit-
ical reforms or cultural shifts, directly affect
chan%es in social norms and, consequently,
the legal consciousness of citizens. These
changes can lead to a rethinking of established
rules of conduct by society, Whic%l in turn affects
the perception and understanding of law.

According to the Razumkov Centre, today
we can observe the rapid re-industrialisation
of developed countries on new technologi-
cal foundations, such as 3D printing, robotics
and renewable energy. The socio-economic
impact of digitalisation is no less significant.
The displacement of people from industry,
agriculture and services will inevitably lead to
large-scale changes in the structure of employ-
ment and social and labour relations. The global
labour market is a complex dynamic system that
is constantly being affected by information tech-
nology, changing the nature of work, its organi-
sation and content. Automation processes, even
if they are restrained by governments and soci-
ety, will continue to gain momentum. In the long
run, this may lead to the situation where only
a few million highly skilled professionals will be
enough to support the entire global production
and logistics system, while a significant part
of the workforce will remain unemployed (Dig-
ital economy: trends, risks and social determi-
nants, 2020).

Undoubtedly, social transformations caused
by technological progress affect changes in
social norms and legal consciousness of citizens.
Re-industrialisation and digitalisation change
the labour market dramatically, redistributing
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the role of people in economic processes. This
necessitates a rethinking of not only labour rela-
tions but also the State's social responsibility
towards citizens who may find themselves out-
side the economic system due to displacement
by technology.

We believe that the main challenge is how
society adapts to these changes. Public policy
and regulatory frameworks determine whether
these transformations will become a catalyst
for proig;ress and social welfare or whether the
will only increase inequality and social instabil-
ity. It is important not only to create new jobs,
but also to create an adequate system of social
protection, retraining and integration of people
into the changed economy.

Automation and artificial intelligence will
undoubtedly change the way we think about
work, welfare and even social responsibility. In
the face of these changes, the legal consciousness
of citizens should also evolve, and the under-
standing of social justice, labour rights and state
responsibility should remain in the focus of pub-
lic attention.

The ongoing technological changes not only
transform the economy and the labour mar-
ket, but also have a significant impact on social
norms and the legal consciousness of citizens.
Automation, digitalisation, and the introduc-
tion of an unconditional basic income are caus-
ing a rethinking of traditional notions of labour,
social responsibility, and the role of the State
in ensuring the well-being of the population
(Krestovska, Matvieieva, 2008).

Social norms are formed under the influence
of real life conditions, and legal consciousness is
their reflection in the legal system. For example,
if society gradually accepts the concept of crea-
tive employment and flexible forms of work, this
will affect labour law. On the other hand, strict
regulation of technology may cause misunder-
standing and resistance in society if citizens see
it as a restriction of economic opportunities.

The COVID-19 pandemic has demon-
strated how social norms can change rapidly
under the pressure of external factors, with
remote work becoming the new standard rather
than the exception. At the same time, the legal
consciousness of society must keep pace with
these changes to ensure a fair balance between
technological progress and social stability.

Military conflicts, in particular the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian war, have a significant impact
on social norms and legal consciousness
of Ukrainian society, causing both immedi-
ate and long-term changes in the behaviour
and perception of law by citizens. During armed
conflicts, traditional social norms can be trans-
formed. For example, norms related to secu-
rity, solidarity and mutual assistance become
more pronounced as people unite in the face
of a common threat. In addition, new norms
adapted to the conditions of war may emerge
that were not previously relevant. This includes
a change in attitudes towards the roles of men
and women, with women taking on responsi-

bilities traditionally performed by men, or vice
versa. Moreover, war exacerbates issues of gen-
der equality and human rights. War can both
strengthen and weaken the legal consciousness
of citizens. On the one hand, it raises awareness
of the importance of legal norms for ensuring
order and justice. On the other hand, in times
of chaos and instability, people may lose faith in
the legal system, especially if it fails to ensure
their basic rights and security.

In our research, we note that for the harmo-
nious development of Ukrainian society, it is nec-
essary to ensure the coordinated development
of social norms and legal consciousness. This can
be achieved by raising the level of legal literacy
of citizens, which will contribute to the formation
of responsible legal consciousness and compliance
with social norms, as well as through the flexibil-
ity of legislation, which should respond promptly
to changes in society and adapt its norms to new
realities. In addition, active participation of citi-
zens in decision-making processes through public
dialogue will help to reconcile social norms with
legal provisions, ensuring the legitimacy and effec-
tiveness of legislation. These steps will contribute
to strengthening legal consciousness and social
cohesion in Ukraine.

4. Conclusions

To sum up, the social norms are the basis
of the legal system as they set standards of con-
duct and influence the formation of legal con-
sciousness. Legal consciousness, which includes
cognitive, emotional, behavioural and evalua-
tive components, allows society to transform
legal norms into concrete actions. The harmo-
nisation of social norms with legal provisions
contributes to the development of legal culture
and the legitimacy of legislation. However,
modern transformations, such as digitalisation,
pandemics, and military conflicts, require con-
stant adaptation of norms and legal conscious-
ness to new conditions. It is through a dia-
logue between the public and legal institutions
that the effective integration of these norms is
possible, which is the key to stability, justice
and social progress in society.
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B3AEMOIA COUIAJIDHUX HOPM I ITPABOBOI CBIZJOMOCTTI:
MEXAHI3SMH TPAHC®OPMALII, BIIJIUB CYCIIJIbHUX 3MIH
TA IIEPCIIEKTUBU PO3BUTKY

Anorauisi. Mema. Metoio aHoi cTarTi € aHasi3 B3aeMOIii cOIiabHIX HOPM i PaBOBOI CBiOMOC-
Ti, IOCTiPKEHHST MeXaHi3MiB iX TpaHchopMaltii i BIJIMBOM CYyYaCHUX CYCITITBHUX 3MiH Ta BU3HAUEHHS
HEePCHEKTUB PO3BUTKY 1IPABOBOI KyJILTYPH B YMOBAX AMHAMIYHOIO COIia/IbHO-TIOJITHYHOTO CEPE/IOBHILLA.
Memoou docnidscennsn. Meropuka 10c/ijKeH s 6a3yETHCS HA KOMILIEKCHOMY TTIXOJU, SIKUIT BKIIOYAE
aHaJIi3 HayKoBOI JiTepaTypy Ta HOPMATUBHUX IOKYMEHTIB, MOPiBHSJIBHUN aHAi3 TEOPETUYHNX KOHIIEM-
11i#1, 2 TAKOK BUKOPUCTAHHS CUCTEMHOTO Ta IAJTeKTUYHOTO METO/IB 10ci/pKeHHs. KpiM Toro, 3acToCoBY-
I0TBCS METO/IM AHAJTI3Y EMITIPUYHUX IAHUX Ta CTATUCTUYHOTO MOIEJIIOBAHHS JIJIsE BU3HAYEHHS BILUIMBY CYC-
TTBHUX 3MiH Ha TpaHCchOPMAITIo COMiaTbHIX HOPM i (hOPMYyBaHH: IPaBoOBOI cBifioMocTi. Pe3yavmamu.
JlocuipkeHHs mokasaso, o collialbHi HOPMHU € OCHOBOIO IIPABOBOI CUCTEMMU, BCTAHOBJIIOIOYH CTaH/IapTH
MOBEJIIHKY Ta BILJIMBAIOYM HA (POPMYBaHHS MPaBoBoi cBizomocti. [IpaBocBigomicTh, sSKa BKIIOYAE KOT-
HITUBHUM, eMOIIIHWIA, TIOBEIHKOBHUI Ta OIIHHUI KOMIOHEHTH, /I03BOJISIE CYCIJIBCTBY MEPETBOPIOBATH
IIPaBOBI HOPMU y KOHKPeTHi /iii. lapMoHi3allist coliaabHuX HOPM i3 TPAaBOBUMM MPUIICAMH CIIPUSIE PO3-
BUTKY TIPaBOBOI KYJIBTYPH Ta JIEF TUMHOCTI 3aKoHoiaBcTBa. [Ipore cyuyacHi Tpanchopmartii — nudposisa-
11is1, TTaH/eMisl, BiliChKOBI KOH(IIIKTH — BUMAraioTh MOCTIHHOI ajjanTaiii HOPM i TPaBOBOi CBiIOMOCTI /10
HOBUX yMOB. HaykoBa HOBU3HA IOCIIIIPKEHHS TI0JISITa€ B TOMY, 1[0 BOHO BUSIBJISIE HOBI MeXaHI3MU TPaHC-
opmaitii HOpM i/ BIUTMBOM CY4aCHUX COIAMBHUX 3MiH, TAKUX K I POBi3allis, manaeMis ta BilicbKOBi
KOH(QITIKTH, T2 MPOTIOHYE IHHOBAITIIHI TTiIXO/I /10 iHTeTpallii COIiaTbHUX Ta MPABOBUX ACHEKTIB Y CHCTEMY
mpaBoBoro BuxosanHs. Lle 7103Bossie He e miagBUINTA eDEKTUBHICTD PETYIIOBAHHS CYCIIBHUX Bi/-
HOCHH, a i crpusiTi GOPMYBaHHIO BHCOKOI [IPABOBOI KYJIBIYPH, 10 € KPUTUYHO BaKJIUBUM IS 3a0€3-
HedyeHHst cTabilbHOCTI, CIPABEVIMBOCTI Ta COLiaJbHOTO TIporpecy. Bucnoeku. Pesyabratu 10CHIKeHHS
MOXKYTb CJIY;KUTH OCHOBOIO [IJ1st (hOPMYBaHHS cTpaTeriii y cepi 0CBiTH, MTPAaBO3aCTOCYBAHHS Ta COIiab-
HOTO PO3BUTKY, CIIPUSIIOYH TAPMOHIHHOMY MO€[HAHHIO COI[AIbHIX i TIPABOBKX HOPM, 1110 3a0€31evye cTa-
GisIbHICTD, CIIpAaBEAIMBICTD 1 COliaNbHUIT IPOTPEC Y CYCILIbCTBI. 30KpeMa, OTPUMaHI JaHi J103BOJISIOTH
BU3HAYNTH MEXaHi3MK TpaHchopMallii 1paBoBOI CBIZIOMOCTI y Bi/INIOBI/Ib HA Cy4YaCHI COIlia/IbHi 3MiHH, TaKi
SIK 1M poBizaliis, Trobasi3allis Ta comiaabHi KPU3H, 10 BiIKPUBAE TIEPCIEKTUBY IS a/lalTallii mpaBoBoi
CHCTEMH JI0 HOBUX BUKJIHKIB.

Kimoyosi cioBa: cottiasibHi HOpMH, IPABOBA CBi/IOMICTb, MeXaHi3MK TpaHchopMallii, CyciibHi 3MiHH,
1dpoBisailis, mpaBoBe peryJIioBaHHs, IHTErpallisi HOpM, IIPaBoBa KyJIBTYPa, IIPAaBOBE BUXOBAHHS.
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